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Who is in the core LNRS team? 

▪ West Berkshire Borough Council 

▪ Reading Borough Council 

▪ Wokingham Borough Council 

▪ Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead 

▪ Bracknell Forest Borough Council 

▪ Slough Borough Council 

▪ Natural England 



Agenda

Section Time

What are Local Nature Recovery Strategies? 15 minutes

Why recover nature in Berkshire? 5 minutes

State of LNRS and opportunities for you 5 minutes

Q&A 5 minutes



What is a 

Local 

Nature 

Recovery 

Strategy 

(LNRS)? 

Image: Natural England 



Understanding the context for LNRS 

 England’s biodiversity is declining*,

 13% of species are threatened with

extinction

 36 plant species have become extinct

 35% species in England have seen their

populations decrease

 31% species found in fewer places

 Climate change, some land management 
practices and development pressures have 
contributed to this decline

* % decline since 1970

National Biodiversity Network, State of 

Nature Report 2019



Understanding the context for LNRS 
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LNRS - part of the Nature Recovery Network
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What is an LNRS? 

A new, locally led, transparent 

and collaborative planning 

and decision-making tool for 

nature’s recovery

Statement of 
Biodiversity 

Priorities 

Local Habitat Map 

Local Nature 
Recovery 
Strategy



What is in an LNRS?

Statement of 
Biodiversity 

Priorities 

Local Habitat Map 

Local Nature 
Recovery 
Strategy ▪ Description of Berkshire 

(landscape character, 
biodiversity, geology etc.) 

▪ Agreed priorities for nature 

recovery in Berkshire 

▪ Description of the 

opportunities for recovering 
nature in Berkshire

▪ Defining how these 

opportunities can be 
realised

Statement of Biodiversity 

Priorities 

Image: T Edw ards



What is in an LNRS?

• A map layer that indicates 

where the existing wildlife-rich 
places are – the ‘baseline 
habitat map’ 

• A map layer indicating where in 

Berkshire we can create new, bigger, 
better and more joined wildlife-rich 
places, or could contribute to other 

environmental co-benefits – the 
‘opportunities map’ 

What is in the Local 

Habitat Map? 

Statement of 
Biodiversity 

Priorities 

Local Habitat Map 

Local Nature 
Recovery 
Strategy

Image: (c) Crown Copyright and database rights 2023. Ordnance Survey 100022861.



Example LNRS output – the Cornwall LNRS Pilot

Images: Cornw all LNRS Pilot



The LNRS development process
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How will the LNRS be used?

Delivery of nature recovery 

Targeting funding 

streams: BNG, 

ELMs, peat 

restoration, flood 

prevention

Strengthened 

Biodiversity duty 

for Public bodies

LNRSs are a platform for delivery 

using other mechanisms 

Action

Planning 

Images: Natural England



Summary: what an LNRS will deliver! 

 More, bigger, better and more joined up

wildlife spaces for biodiversity to thrive

 Ecosystem services:

 Health and well being

 Cleaner air

 Cleaner water

 Healthier, more resilient soils

 Flood prevention

 Carbon sequestration  

Image: Cornw all and Isles of Scilly Local Nature 

Partnership



The Biodiversity of Berkshire 



The Berkshire Nature Recovery so far

 Governance structure 

 Baseline of nature for Berkshire 

 Planning engagement strategy



Our Steering 

Group

• Berkshire Nature Partnership

• Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife 
Trust

• Wokingham Borough council, representing 
Berkshire ecologists

• West Berkshire Council representing local 
authorities of Berkshire

• Natural England

• Environment Agency

• Forestry Commission

• NFU (National Farmers Union)

• The Crown Estate

• University of Reading, Head, Agri-Environment 
Group

• The Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead -
Climate Change and Biodiversity Cabinet member



Our 
Stakeholder 
Engagement 
Working 
Group

Stakeholder Engagement Working Group

Lynn Hughs BBOWT, Education Manager

Alistair Will Engagement Manager, Natural 

Environment Team at RBWM

Chris Moriarty Councillor and Consultation Champion, 

RBWM
Steve Wilkes Director, TVERC

Sarah Thornley Thames Catchment Partnership, 

Maidenhead to Teddington Catchment 

Coordinator
Lorna Clark Forestry Commission 

Potential 

members

Charlotte 

Hitchmough

Director, Action for the River Kennet 

Thames Basin Heath Partnership

South East Water Catchment 



Our Mapping 

Working 

Group

Mapping Working Group

Julie Gill Bracknell Forest Borough Planning 

Policy
Mark Worrington Reading Borough Planning Policy

Ian Motuel RBWM Planning Policy

Howard Albertini Slough Borough Planning Policy 

Ian Bellinger Wokingham Borough Planning 

Policy
Bryan Lyttle West Berkshire Planning Policy

Dan Tritton BBOWT – Senior Biodiversity and 

Planning Officer
Paul Temple Application Administrator – GIS -

RBWM
Steve Wilkes Director, TVERC

Lorna Clark Forestry Commission

Potential members

Corinna 

Woodall/Henry 

Oliver

North Wessex Downs AONB

Natural England

EA Flooding team



Our Farmer/
Landowner 
Working 
Group

Farmer and Landowner Working Group

Nick Manderfield East Berks Agricultural Society, 

NFU

Karen Davies Natural England

Ben Gibbons NFU, County Advisor for Berks, 

Bucks and Ox

Piran Borlase Ecologist at AWE 

Rosie Salt-Crockford Rural Surveyor at CLA

Greg Wilkinson CPRE

National Trust

Crown Estate

Potential members

Nick Wallis Newbury and District Agricultural 

Society



Provisional timeline
Summer 2023 –

Creating governance, 
baseline map 
creation

Autumn 2023 -
Introductory 
Webinars

Winter 2023 -
Consultation period 1

Spring 2024-

Analysis of 
Consultation 1

Spring 2024 -
Consultation 2

Summer 2024 -
Habitat Map creation 
and working group 
draft reviews

Summer 2024 -
Priority list creation

Autumn 2024 –

LNRS publication



What are the 

opportunities 

of the LNRS 

for you?  
And so much more!

Recorders – contribute valuable 

information 

Residents – have your say in 

consultations

 



SUTHERLAND GRANGE BATTLEMEAD

BRAYWICK OCKWELLS



Engagement

Social Media – Instagram, Facebook

Website – RBWM Together 

Events – PlasticBlitz, Pond Dipping, Harvest Festival

Volunteers – Bat, Pond, Hedgerow Surveys

24



30 by 30
CURRENT – 26%

30% of Land                              Protect + Connect
Woodlands + Grassland                          Hedgerows + Waterways

Prioritise targets by their progress towards 30 by 30
25



Habitat Action Plan Progress



Progress metric

GREEN – Completed

ORANGE – In Progress/On Track

RED – To be Started/Reviewed

DARK GREEN - Ongoing

Specific, Measurable, 

Achievable, Relevant, 

and Time-Bound



grassland



Progress Table
Lead Partner

1. Survey 25% of grassland LWS in five years to inform 

priority habitat distribution, condition and carbon 

sequestration

TVERC RBWM 2025
Awaiting results from TVERC/Have received some 

habitat assessments 

2. Survey at least 20 sites for each of the associated 

species in five years to better understand their distribution

Wild 

groups

RBWM, 

BBOWT
2025 Wilds to choose sites for surveying.

3. Survey at least 5ha of potential priority habitat 

grassland sites with the aim to propose new LWS
RBWM

Wild groups, 

TVERC
2025

Potentially with mandatory BNG January 2024 - wait for 

LNRS opportunity areas. Needs budget and landowner 

consent.

4. Identify 10% of other grassland creation or 

enhancement that can be managed to develop into 

priority habitat

RBWM

RBWM, 

Developers, 

Farmers, 

Landowners

2023 Potential BNG involment  

Identify opportunities to enhance 

the biodiversity value and carbon 

squestration of existing grasslands

5. Review management plans for all RBWM owned 

grasslands to optimise opportunities for wildlife (to 

include recreational areas, roadside verges and 

roundabouts) and estimate sequestered carbon.

RBWM

Update 

management 

plans by 2024

Quarterly meetings between Naural Environment and 

Parks Teams  Verge mapping starting in the near future 

with the view of updating Tivoli contracts.

Achieve 30 by 30

6. Identify how targets will have contributed to 30 by 30 by 

2025 and how much additional grassland would need to 

be created by 2030

RBWM 2022
Awaiting data from TVERC about HAP proportions 

within 30 by 30 results.

7. Encourage 50% of LWS grassland in positive 

management 
RBWM

TVERC, 

BBOWT, 

Farmers

2025

With TVERC to encourage landowners with letters. 

RBWM have offered consultations and are managing our 

own grasslands. 

8. Maintain all SSSI grassland in favourable or favourable 

recovering condition with at least 40% in favourable 

condition.

NE
RBWM, 

Landowners
2025

Management by Natural England. Ongoing but 

unknown and not in our remit.

9. Positively manage 5km of roadside verge and 

roundabout grasslands 
RBWM 2025

Wildlife verge scheme to expand. Change wording to 

m2?

10. Provide best practice guidance for RBWM grassland 

areas
RBWM

Provide best 

practice guidelines 

by 2025

Management Plans are in place for Borough grasslands. 

Clarification needed - council land or land in the 

borough?

11. New developments to create 20 ha biodiverse 

grasslands
RBWM Developers 2025

BNG on new developments - with the Planning Dept and 

pre-development habitats/condition

12. Engage with the National Trust to look at increasing 

the land owned by them for biodiversity by 10%
RBWM

National 

Trust, Wild 

Groups

2025
Quarterly meetings are taking place - 10% out of our 

remit.

13. Provide best practice guidelines to other landowners, 

including private individuals and organisations, schools, 

farmers and other public bodies.

RBWM

NE, BBOWT, 

Landowners, 

Farmers

From 2022

Resources have been shared on all social media 

platforms, including RBWM Together page, along with 

an invite for landowners to contact the Natural 

Environment Team for a free site visit and consultaion.

Encourage the creation and 

enhancement of biodiverse 

grasslands

Responsibility
Objective Target Target date

Understand the distribution of 

Priority Habitat grasslands and the 

species they support

Identify opportunities to increase 

the distribution of Priority Habitat 

grassland

Increase the area of priority habitat 

grassland in the Borough

Increase the area of other grasslands 

managed for biodiversity

2023 Progress



woodland



Waterways
standing water
urban



Question 

time



What’s next?

Survey emailed shortly –
sign up!

Stakeholder Engagement 
sessions coming soon

January 2024



Thanks so 

much for 

attending 

today

Rosie.street@rbwm.gov.uk

Berkshire's Local Nature Recovery 

Strategy | RBWM Together

https://rbwmtogether.rbwm.gov.uk/Berks
hire-local-nature-recovery-strategy

mailto:Rosie.street@rbwm.gov.uk
https://rbwmtogether.rbwm.gov.uk/berkshire-local-nature-recovery-strategy
https://rbwmtogether.rbwm.gov.uk/berkshire-local-nature-recovery-strategy
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